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APPAREL | POLICY AFFAIRS

India’s technical textiles sector is steadily emerging as a 
powerhouse of innovation, driven by focused policy 
interventions and a growing start-up ecosystem. At the 

forefront of this transformation is the Ministry of Textiles’ 
GREAT (Grant for Research and Entrepreneurship across 
Aspiring Innovators in Technical Textiles) scheme, 
implemented under the National Technical Textiles Mission 
(N�M) since 2023. Designed to bridge the gap between 
research and commercialization, the scheme is enabling 
young innovators, scientists, and start-ups to translate 
cu�ing-edge ideas into market-ready solutions.

 Since its inception, the GREAT scheme has supported 31 
start-ups across India, with a total project cost of ₹15.40 
crore, including a Government of India contribution of 
₹13.65 crore. �e initiative offers �nancial assistance of up to 
₹50 lakh per start-up, providing a crucial boost during the 
early and most vulnerable stages of innovation.

 �e geographical spread of approved projects re�ects a 
broad-based national participation, with Maharashtra 
leading with seven start-ups, followed by Tamil Nadu (six), 
Delhi (�ve), and Gujarat (four). Other states such as U�ar 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, and 
U�arakhand have also contributed to the growing innovation 
landscape, underscoring the scheme’s pan-India reach.

 Beyond numbers, the diversity of innovation supported 
under the scheme is particularly noteworthy. Start-ups are 
working across a wide spectrum of advanced and emerging 
domains, including smart and functional textiles, healthcare 
applications, sustainable materials, and high-performance 
industrial fabrics. Innovations such as temperature-

responsive and self-sanitizing textiles, graphene-enabled 
smart fabrics, energy-harvesting materials, and shape-
memory wearables are rede�ning the future of apparel and 
industrial applications. Equally signi�cant are sustainable 
solutions like hemp-based composites, biodegradable yarns, 
and algae-derived leather, aligning the sector with global 
sustainability goals.

 �e healthcare segment is also witnessing transformative 
developments, with innovations ranging from antimicrobial 
textiles to surgical simulation technologies. �ese 
advancements not only enhance product value but also open 
new avenues for India’s textile exports in high-value global 
markets.

 Complementing start-up support, the N�M is also 
strengthening the academic backbone of the sector. A wide 
network of educational institutions across states—including 
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Karnataka, and 
Delhi—has been supported through dedicated grants to 
develop infrastructure, research capabilities, and specialized 
training in technical textiles. �is academia-industry linkage 
is critical for sustaining long-term innovation and creating a 
skilled workforce.

 To further amplify the impact, the Mission regularly 
organizes workshops, exhibitions, seminars, and outreach 
programmes, offering start-ups and researchers a platform to 
showcase innovations, connect with industry stakeholders, 
and explore commercialization opportunities. �ese 
initiatives play a vital role in integrating research outputs with 
market demand and scaling promising technologies.

 �e GREAT scheme exempli�es the government’s 
commitment to fostering a robust innovation ecosystem in 
technical textiles—an area identi�ed as a key growth driver 
for India’s textile industry. By nurturing start-ups, 
strengthening institutional capabilities, and encouraging 
industry linkages, the initiative is laying the foundation for 
India to become a global leader in high-value, technology-
driven textiles.

 As the sector evolves, such targeted interventions will be 
instrumental in enhancing competitiveness, promoting 
sustainability, and unlocking new export opportunities for 
Indian textiles in the years ahead.

GREAT	Scheme	Accelerates	Innovation	
in	Technical	Textiles	Ecosystem
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TOP RMG SUPPLIER TO JAPAN AND INDIA'S POSITION

Position

 

Countries

 

Imported value in 
2025 (in USD Mn.)  

 

% Share

  

World

 

24313.1

 

100.0

1

 

China

 

11495.4

 

47.3

2

 

Viet Nam

 

4690.2

 

19.3

3

 

Cambodia

 

1455.4

 

6.0

4

 

Bangladesh

 

1368.6

 

5.6

5

 

Myanmar

 

1318.4

 

5.4

6 Italy 1016.7 4.2

7 Indonesia 734.0 3.0

8 �ailand 362.1 1.5

9 India 281.4 1.2

10 Romania 170.9 0.7

Source: UN Comtrade,2026
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